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Jesus Transfigured on the Mount;   

Mar 9:1  And He said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you 

that there are some standing here who will not taste 

death till they see the kingdom of God present with 

power."  

Mar 9:2  Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, 

and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by 

themselves; and He was transfigured before them.  

Mar 9:3  His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, 

like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten 

them.  

 

 

Mar 9:4  And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and 

they were talking with Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

Mar 9:5  Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, 

"Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make 

three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah"— 

Mar 9:6  because he did not know what to say, for they 

were greatly afraid.  

 

Mar 9:7  And a cloud came and overshadowed them; 

and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My 

beloved Son. Hear Him!"  

 

 

Mar 9:8  Suddenly, when they had looked around, they 

saw no one anymore, but only Jesus with themselves.  

 

Mar 9:9  Now as they came down from the mountain, He 

commanded them that they should tell no one the things 

they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the 

dead.  

Mar 9:10  So they kept this word to themselves, 

questioning what the rising from the dead meant.  

Mar 9:11  And they asked Him, saying, "Why do the 

scribes say that Elijah must come first?"  

 

v. 1  Jesus was speaking not of the Rapture or His Second 

Coming, but of the event that would take place six days later 

when Peter, James, and John would witness His 

Transfiguration.  Implied in Jesus' words is the fact that this 

event is what awaits the believer at death. 

vs. 2-3  His Transfiguration being a confirmation that He had 

led a sinless life, I believe that had He so chosen, Jesus could 

have gone directly to heaven at this point—leaving us with no 

explanation or justification for our sin before the Father. 

Instead, Jesus came down from Mount Hermon, the Mount of 

Transfiguration, to climb Mount Calvary, the Mount of 

Redemption. Cf. John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify Me 

together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 

before the world was. 

v. 4  Elijah representing the prophets, and Moses representing 

the Law, the Law and the Prophets were, in effect, conversing 

with Jesus. The disciples knew instantly who they were. 

There will be no need for introductions in glory; we will 

know immediately who people are. So this account gives us 

something of a preview of what heaven will be like. 

vs. 5-6  Not knowing quite what to say, Peter blurted out, 

“Let’s build three monuments—one for Moses, one for Elijah 

and one for You”—thereby putting Jesus on the same plane 

as the law and the prophets. The law, however, was given to 

drive people to Jesus. And the prophets gave predictions 

about Jesus. Therefore, Jesus is far above the law and the 

prophets.  

v. 7 "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" Three times in 

the NT when the voice of God spoke directly from heaven - . 

At His baptism; here at the Mt. of Transfiguration and third 

time, as He neared the cross in John's gospel, John 12:28  

…." Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both 

glorified it and will glorify it again.” 

v. 8  This happens to us as well. There comes a time when, 

after looking around, you realize there is no one save Jesus 

who is worthy of your attention, your affection, your 

adulation. In all that He is, in all that He says, in all that He’s 

done, He’s perfect. So we come together not to celebrate our 

righteousness or to congratulate ourselves on our morality, 

activism or accomplishments, but because we have 

discovered there is none worthy of praise save Jesus only.  

vs. 9-11  The scribes quoted Malachi, who predicted Elijah 

would come before the Messiah set up His kingdom (Malachi 

4:5).  
 

 

Chapter 9 –  

It takes faith to accept and practice Jesus’ lesson on 

discipleship.  Six days later, He gave a dazzling proof that 

God indeed does transform suffering into glory. He took 

Peter, James, and John to the top of a mountain (it may have 

been Mt. Hermon), and there He revealed His glory. This 

event was a vivid confirmation of His words Mar 8:38  For 

whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 

ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the 

holy angels." as well as a demonstration of the glory of the 

future kingdom (Mar_9:1; Joh_1:14 And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory; 

2Pe_1:12-21). The message was clear: first the suffering, 

then the glory. 

 

 

v. 5  What do we do in situations where we feel we should 

say something, but we don’t know what to say?   Keep silent 

and pray.  

APPLICATION:  If you believe you have received from the 

Holy Spirit and what you’ve received agrees with the Word 

of God then, speak out, otherwise remain silent! 

 

v. 8 How quickly do we realize that there is no one but Jesus, 

who is worthy of your attention, your affection and your 

praise?   

APPLICATION:  We need to discover as soon as possible 

in those situations that it’s Jesus only! 

 

TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE – Worship Serv. Resources 

 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love. 

At the impulse of Thy love. 

 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King. 

Always, only for my King. 

 

Take my love, my God, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for Thee. Ever, only, all 

for Thee. 
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v. 14 Do you find yourself arguing and debating about 

theological things, the reality of demons, spiritual warfare, etc. 

while people are around us are dying in the unbelief?   

APPLICATION: May we not get involved in foolish disputes, 

but keeping Jesus foremost in our minds, tell the story of Jesus 

and His love! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v. 19 Jesus says, “Bring the child to Me”!  

APPLICATION:  How often are we bringing those to Jesus 

that need healing, especially spiritual healing – salvation?   

 

 

Mar 9:12  Then He answered and told them, "Indeed, 

Elijah is coming first and restores all things. And how is 

it written concerning the Son of Man, that He must 

suffer many things and be treated with contempt?  

Mar 9:13  But I say to you that Elijah has also come, 

and they did to him whatever they wished, as it is written 

of him."  

 

 

A Boy is Healed;   

Mar 9:14  And when He came to the disciples, He saw a 

great multitude around them, and scribes disputing with 

them.  

 

 

 

 

Mar 9:15  Immediately, when they saw Him, all the 

people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, 

greeted Him.  

Mar 9:16  And He asked the scribes, "What are you 

discussing with them?"  

Mar 9:17  Then one of the crowd answered and said, 

"Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit.  

Mar 9:18  And wherever it seizes him, it throws him 

down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and 

becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they 

should cast it out, but they could not."  

Mar 9:19  He answered him and said, "O faithless 

generation, how long shall I be with you? How long 

shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me."  

 

 

 

Mar 9:20  Then they brought him to Him. And when he 

saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he 

fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.  

Mar 9:21  So He asked his father, "How long has this 

been happening to him?" And he said, "From 

childhood.  

Mar 9:22  And often he has thrown him both into the 

fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do 

anything, have compassion on us and help us."  

 
 

vs. 12-13  Caught up in a fiery chariot because his ministry was 

not yet over, Elijah didn’t die. He is to come before the Second 

Coming of Christ and proclaim throughout the nation of Israel 

the truth concerning Christ Jesus. And yet, Jesus says, he is 

already come. In Mt. 11 we see Jesus saying that John the 

Baptist had come in the same spirit as Elijah. Yet when asked if 

he was Elijah, John the Baptist said, “No” (John 1:21). John the 

Baptist, the forerunner of Christ at His first coming, came in the 

same spirit of Elijah. But Elijah himself will prepare the way for 

Christ’s Second Coming.  

v. 14  In the account that follows, we first see the disputing 

scribes. According to this account as recorded in Matthew 17, 

we know the scribes were arguing and debating with the 

disciples concerning the reality of demons. So here are the 

religious scholars debating theology even as a boy was 

suffering tragically. How true this is of our society today. 

People debate, argue, and question while all around us people 

are dying.  

vs. 15-17  Second, we see the despairing father. Luke gives 

further insight when he tells us this son was the only son of this 

father (Luke 9:38). Catch the contrast: Up on the mountain, the 

heavenly Father said, “This is My beloved Son.” Here in the 

valley, a heartbroken father says,” Please help my bedeviled 

son.”   

 

v.18 Third, we see the demonized son. When Jesus called Satan 

a murderer and a liar (John 8:44), He was not only identifying 

Satan’s personality, but His job description as well. Murder and 

lying are all he does.  

 

v. 19  Fourth, we see our dynamic Lord. First, He issues a 

compassionate invitation when He says, “Bring the child to 

Me.” The father had come seeking help from the disciples, but 

the disciples were unable to help. So, too, perhaps you have 

brought a child, a friend, a co-worker to church or Sunday 

School, but they were not helped. The cure is Jesus. The 

question is: Will you bring your friends and family to Him? 

 

vs. 20-22 Notice Jesus’ command of the situation. As this one is 

frothing at the mouth, Jesus calmly asks, “How long ago was it 

when this began?” Jesus was not sweating, shaking, or working 

Himself into a Pentecostal fervor. Rather, He was simply 

carrying on a very normal conversation. 
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Mar 9:23  Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things 

are possible to him who believes."  

Mar 9:24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and 

said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!"  

Mar 9:25  When Jesus saw that the people came running 

together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf 

and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter 

him no more!"  

Mar 9:26  Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, 

and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that 

many said, "He is dead."  

Mar 9:27  But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 

up, and he arose.  

 

Mar 9:28  And when He had come into the house, His 

disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it 

out?"  

Mar 9:29  So He said to them, "This kind can come out by 

nothing but prayer and fasting."  
 

 

vs. 23-27 O Notice Jesus’ convicting exhortation. “You’re asking 

Me if I can do anything,” He says. “But let Me ask you, Can you 

do this one thing? Can you believe?” The Bible says without faith 

it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). Therefore, 

concerning the son who’s not saved, the daughter you’re 

wondering about, the parents you know are far from God, this is 

what Jesus asks you: “Can you believe? Will you believe?” Faith 

the size of the mustard seed can move mountains that seem 

insurmountable. But even though a mustard seed is small, it is also 

alive. Thus, the faith that moves mountains is not a remnant of 

leftover faith. It is a growing faith. The question is, Are you 

willing to plant it in the soil of hope, water it with the Word, and 

see it take root to move the mountain? 
 

vs. 28-29 Finally, we see the disturbed disciples.  “This kind of 

spiritual warfare is won only through fasting and prayer.” How did 

we have time to fast and pray? The disciples must have wondered. 

After all, they certainly didn’t know this problem would be laid at 

their feet that day. But that’s the point. Why were the disciples not 

maintaining a habit of prayer and fasting?  Maybe it was due to the 

fact that they might have been feeling sorry for themselves.  

Jesus apparently does not mean prayer uttered at the moment, 

because He did not pray when He cast out this demon. He is not 

talking about a certain kind of prayer that you say at the moment 

you want to relieve somebody of a demon. No, what Jesus means 

is a life style of prayer. "This kind cannot be driven out except 

by a heart which is kept fresh and alive and in touch with God 

by a life of prayer."  

Remember that Jesus said, "There will be some standing here who 

will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with 

power." What had these disciples just seen? They had seen the 

kingdom of God come with power into the life of a father and his 

boy. And what made it come? As Jesus points out, it was the 

presence within of a living God, and a reliance maintained by a 

constant communication with Him. This is what permits the 

kingdom of God to come with power, right now, in the midst of 

our daily affairs. "If God be for us, who can be against us?" 

(Romans 8:31b). 
 

 

 

 

Vs. 23-24  The father said to Jesus, “If you can do 

anything……”   Jesus immediately responds, “If you can 

believe, all things are possible to him who believes.”  

Answer:  Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 

Is that a frequent pattern in our thinking, in our actions, in 

our prayer lives? 

APPLICATION: 
We need to be absolutely sure that the limitation is always on 

our side and not on His!  Our prayers and lives must reflect 

that!  Is that the case with us?  Lord, help my unbelief! 

 

 

 

 

v. 29  We never know when the moment for miraculous 

ministry will come our way or be needed in our families. We 

should maintain a spiritually strong condition at all times. 

Therefore, we must maintain a life of prayer and fasting 

because when the demonized boy is before you, it’s too late 

to start. Why were the disciples not maintaining a habit of 

prayer and fasting?  Maybe it was due to the fact that they 

might have been feeling sorry for themselves. You take 

Peter, James, and John—your favorites—up on the mountain. 

Us? We’re down here at the bottom, forsaken and forgotten. 

If so, how like us they would have been. Often we think, I 

never get called to sing or to teach Bible studies. So why 

should I fast or pray? And because we feel we’re not 

important or useful, we give up.  

APPLICATION: 
What is your spiritual readiness right now?  Are you in the 

Word, in prayer and in worship every single day? 
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Jesus Again Predicts His Death and Resurrection;   

Mar 9:30  Then they departed from there and passed 

through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it.  

Mar 9:31  For He taught His disciples and said to them, 

"The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, 

and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise 

the third day."  

Mar 9:32  But they did not understand this saying, and 

were afraid to ask Him.  

 

Who is the Greatest?   

Mar 9:33  Then He came to Capernaum. And when He 

was in the house He asked them, "What was it you 

disputed among yourselves on the road?"  

Mar 9:34  But they kept silent, for on the road they had 

disputed among themselves who would be the greatest.  

 

Jesus Forbids Sectarianism;   

Mar 9:35  And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to 

them, "If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all 

and servant of all."  

Mar 9:36  Then He took a little child and set him in the 

midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, 

He said to them,  

Mar 9:37  "Whoever receives one of these little children in 

My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives 

not Me but Him who sent Me."  

Mar 9:38  Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we 

saw someone who does not follow us casting out demons 

in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not 

follow us."  

Mar 9:39  But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, for no one 

who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward 

speak evil of Me.  

Mar 9:40  For he who is not against us is on our side.  

Mar 9:41  For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 

in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I 

say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.  

 

v. 30 On His way to Jerusalem, His face set like a flint (Isaiah 

50:7), Jesus didn’t want to be slowed down nor derailed. 

vs. 31-33 As Jesus was headed to Jerusalem to die, His disciples 

were arguing along the way. The subject of His being “betrayed” 

is introduced here. The reaction of the disciples was evidently 

one of distaste. 

v. 34 No doubt the disciples were embarrassed to admit the 

subject of their discussion. But if I were Jesus, I would have 

rebuked them radically. Instead, rather than coming down on 

them for wanting to be the greatest, He gives them five 

foundational principles of true greatness… 

vs. 35-37  The first principle of greatness Jesus shares with His 

disciples is to treat all men equally. And to illustrate this, Jesus 

took a child in his arms. If you want to get ahead in life in the 

world’s eyes, you don’t take time to hang out with children. 

They can’t do anything for your career. All they do is take from 

you and depend on you. I believe this refers to anyone who’s 

little, anyone who’s “less”—be it chronologically or 

economically, socially or mentally. The truly great person 

embraces them all in the name of Jesus. And so Jesus is saying, 

"If a man welcomes the poor, ordinary people, the people 

who have no influence, and no wealth, and no power, the 

people who need things done for them, then he's welcoming 

Me. And more than that, he's welcoming God." 

The measure of true greatness is not what men think or say, but 

rather is: "How many do I serve? How many am I willing to 

minister to? How many can I help? This is the mark of greatness 

in the eyes of God. This is enduring greatness. 

 

vs. 38-41 Second, to be truly great, we are not only to treat 

everyone equally but also to be as magnanimous as we possibly 

can be—even toward those who are not traveling with us 

denominationally or theologically. There are very few things we 

should take seriously in this life. And yet sometimes we want to 

fight and take issue over anything and everything. “Those guys 

are casting out demons and they’re not with us,” John said. 

“Relax,” Jesus said. “Anyone who even gives a cup of cold water 

in My name will be blessed.” The slightest ministry to a young 

believer is rewarded by God. Even a cup of cold water given in 

the name of Christ will never lose its reward. Every opportunity 

taken to help someone develop into fullness of health spiritually, 

as well as in soul and body, is to be rewarded by God. But on the 

other hand, any damage, any spiritual injury to a young 

Christian, is more serious than murder or physical injury! 

v. 32  How often do we not understand the Lord when He speaks 

to us?   

APPLICATION: What do you do in those instances?  What 

should we do?   

 
v. 34  Do you ever entertain thoughts as to whether the Lord 

favors your life, spiritually speaking, over others?  Those 

thoughts almost always lead to pride and to self-righteousness.  

Do you want the best place in heaven?   

APPLICATION: What does the word say of our self-

righteousness -  do you do in those instances?  What should we 

do?  Isa 64:6  But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 

righteousnesses are like filthy rags;  God is no respecter of 

persons! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v. 38-41  Do you ever look down on other churches whose 

doctrine is not precisely that of yours?  What do you think of 

those who are of an Orthodox faith?    

APPLICATION: We need to pray for all the churches that 

make up the body of Christ, who do believe in the Jesus of the 

Bible.  We also need to pray for the lost – that includes all who 

do not believe in the Jesus of the Bible!! Jer 15:19  Therefore 

thus says the LORD: "If you return, Then I will bring you back; 

You shall stand before Me; If you take out the precious from the 

vile, You shall be as My mouth.  
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Jesus Warns of Offenses;   

Mar 9:42  "But whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a 

millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown 

into the sea. 

 

Mar 9:43  If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 

for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two 

hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be 

quenched—  

Mar 9:44  where 'THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND 

THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.'  

Mar 9:45  And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, 

to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be 

quenched—  

Mar 9:46  where 'THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND 

THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.'  

Mar 9:47  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is 

better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, 

rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—  

Mar 9:48  where 'THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE AND 

THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.'  

 

Tasteless Salt is Worthless 

Mar 9:49  "For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every 

sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.  

Mar 9:50  Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will 

you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with 

one another."  
 

 

 

 

v. 42 Third, the truly great person handles others with sensitivity. 

Paul says the same thing when he says, “Don’t eat meat offered 

to idols if it will cause those weaker in their faith to stumble” (1 

Corinthians 8:13). I have observed that truly great people are 

always aware of those weaker in faith around them and therefore 

won’t flaunt their liberty if it will trip up someone else in his 

walk with Jesus. 
vs. 43-48 Fourth, the truly great person deals with himself 

radically—for although he is to be magnanimous and sensitive 

toward others, he is to be radical and ruthless concerning the sin 

in his own life. The world tells us to stand up for our rights and 

that we deserve a break—in other words, to be harsh with others, 

but to go easy on ourselves. The key to greatness, however, is to 

reverse the order. Jesus says, “Deal radically with whatever it is 

in your life that’s hindering you.” And you and I know exactly 

what those things are. It doesn’t take morbid introspection or 

hours of analysis to figure them out. No, you and I know at this 

moment what thing or things there might be in our lives that 

cause offense in us. And if we want to be great, we’ll cut them 

out. for wanting to be the greatest, He gives them five 

foundational principles of true greatness…  

 

Vs. 49-50 The fifth and final secret to greatness is to live with all 

men peaceably. In the Middle East during Bible times—and 

even to a certain degree today—when a peace treaty is made, it’s 

salted. That is, bread was salted, broken, and shared between the 

two parties. Theirs being a hot, desert climate, salt was 

invaluable in stemming the effects of dehydration. Leviticus 2 

dictates that the sacrifices offered to the Lord were to be salted 

as opposed to sweetened with honey. Why was honey not used? 

Isn’t our fellowship with the Lord to be sweet? Honey was 

forbidden because in high temperatures it breaks down. So, too, 

my attempt to be “sweet” doesn’t hold up in heat. The only way 

to have peace is to have Jesus Christ, the hope of glory within 

me. Treat all men equally. Be as magnanimous as you possibly 

can be. Handle others with sensitivity. Deal with yourself 

radically. Live with all men peaceably. These are not 

prerequisites for us to be saved. If they were, we’d never make 

it. No, through the Spirit living within us, these are not 

requirements for salvation—but for greatness. 
 

v. 42  Are there things in your life that may cause others to 

stumble?  Those having weaker faith? 

APPLICATION: We need to remember the law of love 

trumps our law of liberty!  Lord, I pray, “Please remove 

anything in me that may cause another to stumble”!  

 

vs. 43-48  Jesus is saying we are to deal radically with anything 

in our life that’s hindering us.  Heb 12:1  Therefore we also, 

since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us,  

Heb 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God.  

APPLICATION: What things are in my life are hindering my 

walk and have to go?  Lord, I pray, “Please convict me of any 

that is hindering my walk with You, and remove it from my 

life”! 

 

vs. 43-48  Jesus says three times – where 'THEIR WORM 

DOES NOT DIE AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED.' 

He says more in the Bible about hell/outer darkness than 

about heaven!  
APPLICATION: Are absolutely certain there is a literal hell 

and eventually outer darkness?  And that it is eternal!!!  Does 

that fact drive you to pray and witness to the lost?  

 

vs. 49-50  We believers are to be a purifying influence in the 

world like salt, to be used as a purifier. Preventing rottenness 

but also we believers should be bringing spice and flavor to 

life.  

APPLICATION: Is your Christian walk one that purifies and 

prevents rottenness?  Does your live bring zest and flavor to 

others? 
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Mark 9 
 

Mark 9 

Tape #8037 

By Chuck Smith 

 

Shall we turn to Mark’s gospel chapter nine as we continue our journey through the Bible. Jesus is in the area of Caesarea Philippi which is the 

very northernmost part of the nation of Israel. Caesarea Philippi was right at the base of Mount Herman. It is there that Jesus asked His disciples 

who men said that He was, and they gave to Him the various opinions that were being shared. Jesus said, “Who do you say that I am? And Peter 

answered and said, You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15,16). 

We read in Mark 8:31 that He then began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things and be rejected of the elders and of the 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed. And after three days, rise again. And He spake that saying openly and Peter took Him and began to rebuke 

Him. Jesus has just talked about His death. Remember that the disciples are expecting Him to set up His kingdom. They are convinced You are the 

Messiah. And according to the Jewish tradition, the Messiah was to establish the kingdom of God here on earth. He was to reign over the earth in 

power, in glory, the whole world was to become a subject of His. Psalm 2, “Ask of me, and I will give you the heathen for thine inheritance, the 

uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession” (Psalm 2:8). And throughout the Old Testament, the prophecies concerning the Messiah.  

So upon Peter’s acknowledgment, You are the Messiah, then Jesus began to talk about His death. And after three days, His resurrection. This 

was very upsetting to their concept of the Messiah. And they were no doubt very shaken by these words of Jesus. But in verse thirty-eight, the last 

verse of chapter eight, He then talks about “Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him also 

shall the Son of man be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” So He’s speaking about His coming again. 

Coming in the glory of the Father with his holy angels. This time, He’s going to die. But after three days, He will rise, but He will be coming again 

with the holy angels. 

And so he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there some of you that are standing here, that will not taste of death, till they have seen 
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the kingdom of God coming with power (9:1). 

This is forming in their minds a real enigma. How can He talk about dying and still talk about the coming of His kingdom and power? To their 

minds, it was just totally confusing. They couldn’t put these things together. It is interesting that though they were totally confused on how He 

could die and yet enter into the kingdom, and to them it was as an enigma, yet think of again that thief on the cross who saw Jesus as He was 

dying, and said unto Him, Lord, when You come into Your kingdom, will You remember me? That’s amazing. How that the thief on the cross 

seemed to grasp what His own disciples could not grasp. That even through death He was going to come into His kingdom. And here He is giving 

the indication of that, talking about His death, but now He says, There are some of you that are standing here, you’re not going to die until you see 

the kingdom of God coming with power. He no doubt was referring to the event that next took place, and that is,  

His taking Peter, James and John into the heights of Mount Herman where He was transfigured before them (9:2).  

The word “transfigured” is sort of metamorphosed or the change of body. And so He went through this metamorphosis.  

And his raiment became shining, exceeding the whiteness of snow (9:3); 

The shining is as the sun shines in its glory or strength and the whiteness of His garment,  

so as no fuller on earth can white them (9:3). 

The fuller was more or less the laundry man of that day. They did not have soaps, they used alkalis for the most part in the cleaning of clothes. 

They would put them in the running streams and they would hire little fellows to just stomp on them to get out the dirt and it would flow away in 

the stream and they would use caustics and various alkalis to get the dirt out and then they would dry them in the sun, bleaching them out in the 

sun. And of course, the idea then as is now, to keep the whites white. And so the success of the fuller, the laundry man, was to see how white he 

could make your clothes. But it was white than any fuller could white them or bleach them. 

And there appeared unto them Elijah with Moses (9:4):  

Elijah was the man of the Old Testament who stood at the head of the prophets. And when you think of Elijah, you think of the prophets. 

Moses, he was the one who brought the law. Now the Old Testament is basically divided into the law and the prophets, God’s messengers. God’s 

message to man through the law, God’s message to man through the prophets who were exhorting them to keep the law. And so Moses, the 

representative of the law, they heard Moses. They listened to Moses. They would read the works of Moses, the Torah. It was sacred to them and 

they had listened to the word of God through Moses. They had listened to the prophets and they would read the prophets in the synagogue. And so 

they were used to hearing Moses, they were used to hearing Elijah.  
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Now one of the other gospels tells us that Moses and Elijah were talking to Jesus about His death that He was to accomplish there in 

Jerusalem. They were talking about the coming crucifixion and His rising again. And so, “there appeared Moses and Elijah,” 

talking with Jesus. And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it’s good for us to be here: let us make three tents or tabernacles; one for 

you, one for Moses, one for Elijah. For he did not know what to say; and they were very afraid (9:4-6). 

Isn’t that so typical? You don’t know what to say so you feel you got to say something and you say something stupid. When you don’t know 

what to say, you’d be better off just to keep your mouth shut. Say nothing if you don’t know what to say. Someone said, Better to keep silent and 

to let people think you’re a fool, than open your mouth and remove all doubts. So here is Peter, don’t know what to say, they’re frightened, this is 

a terrifying kind of an experience to them, and let’s just make three tabernacles. Let’s stay here, don’t want to go down the hill, let’s just stay in 

this place of experience, of glorious experience, the experiencing of seeing Your power, Your glory, Lord, want to stay here. 

We oftentimes have those wonderful revelations of the Lord to our hearts, to our lives. We have those experiences like so many of the young 

people experience at the summer camps this summer. And you feel like, don’t want to go home. I want to stay right here, I want to stay here where 

the Lord has met me. I want to stay here in this place of inspiration where my heart has been touched by God. Don’t want to go back to the 

worldly, mundane things. I want to just stay. But these experiences that we have, these mountaintop type of spiritual experiences have to be then 

translated in the everyday experience. If your spiritual experiences do not have a practical working out in your everyday life, then they really have 

no value. They’re just glorious spiritual experiences, but that’s not the purpose. The purpose is that they might be worked out in your daily life, 

among the routine daily things, that this work that God has done, the special work of God has its outworking in the natural, normal, everyday 

situations. 

Now there was a cloud that overshadowed them (9:7):  

God’s presence was most generally symbolized by a cloud, you remember in the Old Testament that there was the cloud that came down in the 

tabernacle signifying the presence of God. And then when they built the temple, the cloud came down in the temple and thus it was the symbol of 

God’s presence among the people. And the rabbis believed that when the Messiah came, there would be a cloud that would cover Him, again, as 

the symbol of God’s presence among the people. And so there was this cloud that came down, overshadowed them,  

a voice came out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son: hear him (9:7). 

Now they had heard Moses, they had heard Elijah and the prophets, now God is saying, hear Him. In Hebrews chapter one, it said, “God, who 

at different times and in different ways spoke to our fathers by the prophets,2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his own dear Son, whom 

he has made heir of all things; Who is the brightness of his glory, and the outshining of the glory” (Hebrews 1:1-3) and so forth. So that God is 

saying hear Him. Here’s the revelation. You want to know what God is like? You want to have an idea of the character and nature of God? Look at 
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Jesus, listen to Jesus. He is God’s final revelation to man of Himself. Jesus said, “Have I been so long a time with you, Philip, haven’t you seen 

me? Don’t you realize that if you have seen me you have seen the Father? How sayest thou then, Show us the Father” (John 14:9)? So He is the 

revelation of God, God’s final revelation of Himself to man in Jesus Christ. And of course, in Him is revealed the tremendous love of God for us.  

Suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, except Jesus with themselves (9:8). 

Moses, Elijah disappeared, the cloud disappeared and Jesus is there with them, it’s been a glorious, inspirational experience. But they’ve come 

down now from the mountain, as we have to. 

And as they were coming down, he charged them that they should not tell any man what things they had seen, till the Son of man was risen 

from the dead (9:9). 

Here again, risen from the dead, what do You mean? But He’s telling them, don’t tell any man about this until I’m risen from the dead. 

And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning with another what the rising of the dead should mean (9:10). 

What does He mean by that? What does He keep talking about? Death and rising from the dead, doesn’t He know He’s the Messiah? 

Supposed to set up the kingdom. 

And so they asked him (9:11), 

He’s talking about rising from the dead and the questions of the Messiah and they asked Him, 

saying, Why is it that the scribes tell us that Elijah must first come (9:11)? 

In the book of Malachi, it was prophesied that Elijah would come and would prepare the way for the Messiah, turning the hearts of the 

children to the fathers. In fact, the very last promise of the Old Testament there in Malachi is that promise of the coming of Elijah before the 

Messiah. Verse five of Malachi four, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD: 

He will turn the heart of the fathers to the children, the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse” (Malachi 

4:5,6). So the scribes were teaching, Elijah is going to come and the Jews believed that Elijah is going to come. In the Passover meal that they 

have, the empty chair at the table is for Elijah. They leave the door open, they go and look down the street to see if Elijah might be coming. Part of 

the tradition of the Passover feast that they have. So the expectation of the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy. And so the disciples said the scribes 

are telling us that Elijah has to first come. 

And he answered and told them, Elijah verily does come first, [he is going to come first], and restore all things; [but then Jesus said] but how 
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is it that it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought (9:12). 

In other words, they were looking at the prophecies of the second coming of Jesus. And before Jesus comes again, Elijah will come and there 

will be a spiritual revival among the Jews. In Revelation chapter eleven, he speaks of the two witnesses that come. And surely one of them will be 

Elijah. And the other one we don’t know, possibly Moses, but we know that Elijah will be one of the two witnesses in Revelation 11. So they are 

looking at that coming and Jesus says, But yet how is it that it also declares that the Son of man or the Messiah must suffer many things, and be set 

at nought. “He is despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief: and we as it were hid our faces from him; But he was 

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; turned every one of us to our own ways, God laid on him the iniquities of us all” (Isaiah 53:3-6). How is it that 

the prophet say concerning the Messiah, that he is going to be set at nought? He’s going to be rejected.  

So Jesus is pointing out that there has to be two comings in order to fulfill all of the prophecies. There has to be first of all, the setting at 

nought before He comes in power and glory to reign over the earth. But He answered and said, I say unto you that Elijah verily cometh first. He’s 

going to come first and restore all things. It’s written of the Son of man that He must suffer and be set at nought.  

But I say unto you, That Elijah has indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, as it was written of him (9:13). 

So He is speaking of John the Baptist and John the Baptist came in the spirit and the power of Elijah. That was the word of the angel Gabriel 

to his father, Zacharias as he was ministering in the temple and he told him that his wife, Elizabeth, in her old age, was going to bear a son, he was 

to call his name John, and he would go in the spirit and in the power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the people. And so the prophecy concerning 

John the Baptist, spirit and power of Elijah. They did ask John in John chapter one, they asked him, Are you Elijah? He said no. Are you the 

prophet? No. Then who are you? I’m just the voice of one in the wilderness crying, Prepare ye the way of the Lord. So he wasn’t the complete 

fulfillment of the prophecy but he was in the spirit and in the power of Elijah. So sort of a little bit of an enigma there but there is yet the coming 

of Elijah, that fulfillment of that prophecy is yet future. And Jesus was pointing that out yet. If you can accept it in the spiritual sense, John was 

and he did come and he was the forerunner. But they’ve done to him what was written of him. 

And so when they got back down the hill, they got back down to the other nine disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes 

were questioning [the word there in the Greek is disputing] with them (9:14). 

There was a big argument going on. 

And immediately all of the people, when they saw Jesus, were greatly amazed, and they came running and greeted him (9:15). 

Here they come at the bottom of the hill, there’s this argument going on, scribes are there, laying heavy trips on the disciples.  
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And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which has a mute spirit; And wherever he takes him, he 

tears him: and he foams, and gnashes with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to your disciples that they should cast him out; and they could 

not. He answereth him, and said, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him to me (9:17-19). 

Faithless generation. There were the scribes, no faith in Jesus at all. It was a deliberate blinding of their eyes to His truth. There were the 

disciples, weak in their faith but wanting to believe. And the father who was also sort of without faith at this moment because of the failure of the 

disciples to help his son. The symptoms sound like a grandmal seizure but it was not grandmal seizures that this boy was having. That would be a 

very cruel thing to say because that would imply that grandmal seizures are the result of demon possession and that is not so. It would be 

extremely cruel to anybody who had epilepsy to think that the epilepsy was caused by a demonic activity. It’s caused by a problem within the 

brainwaves. It is a purely physical thing and it is wrong to assume or to declare that this boy was having grandmal seizures. Note he was also 

mute. But this demon, unclean spirit, that possessed his body was seeking to destroy him.  

And so the father brought him unto Jesus: and when he saw him, immediately the spirit tore him; he fell on the ground, and he was wallowing 

and foaming. And Jesus asked the father, How long ago since this came into him? And he said, When he was just a child. And oftentimes it has 

cast him in the fire, and into the water, to destroy him: but if you can do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us (9:20-22). 

Jesus said concerning Satan that the enemy has come to rob, to kill and to destroy. Sin is destructive. The end result of sin is death. It destroys. 

And that is why God has commanded against sin because it is destructive. Here the demon manifesting the intent of Satan, and that is the 

destruction of the person, seeking to destroy the boy by casting him into the water to drown him, or into the fire to burn him, to cremate him. 

Pitiful, pitiful sight. The boy can’t speak but there he is on the ground wallowing, foaming from the mouth, and the father begging Jesus saying, If 

you can do anything. The disciples could not do anything and now he is questioning even the ability of Jesus. If you can do anything. It’s 

interesting that the disciples had been out, they were given power to cast out demons and they came back and were rejoicing over the fact that even 

the demons are subject unto us as we command them in Your name. But here is one that was not subject unto them. And thus the father 

questioning, If you can do anything, please have compassion, help us. And Jesus turned it around.  

He said, If you can believe (9:23),  

He is saying to Jesus, If you can; and Jesus says, Well if you can. If you can believe, 

all things are possible to him that believeth. And immediately the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe (9:23,24);  

but being real honest, he admits that there are some doubts, 

help my unbelief (9:24). 
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Lord, take care of that area of doubt that is there. I do believe, help me Lord in the area of doubts. 

When Jesus saw the people running together (9:25), 

The crowds started cramming and something like this, it attracts a crowd. Here’s this little boy wallowing on the ground and people come 

running now out of curiosity. And Jesus saw the crowd running together, and  

he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, You mute and deaf spirit, I charge you, come out of him, and enter no more into him (9:25). 

Now Jesus taught that when an evil spirit was driven forth, it would go in throughout the world looking for another body to inhabit. And 

finding none would often come back to the body from which it was cast and if it finds it all swept and garnished, nothing there to replace what had 

been taken away, he’ll go out and get seven other spirits and the last state of the person would be much worse than the first. So Jesus is 

commanding this spirit to leave and don’t enter again.  

There are a lot of people that come to the Lord only for the perks, only for the benefits but not really to have their life controlled by and filled 

with the Spirit of God. All they want is help. I have a problem, I want a solution, I have a difficulty, I want an answer. I don’t want to surrender 

my life, I don’t want my life to be filled with the Lord, I just want help from this problem. Dangerous place to be. When something goes out, you 

can’t leave the void. You’ve got to fill it or something else even worse will come in. So here the commandment to leave and never to enter again. 

And the spirit cried, and tore him sore (9:26),  

Probably a great convulsion and the mute, he cried out,  

and he was then lying there as though he was dead (9:26);  

it would just leave him, the little boy, limp, lying there as though he were dead. In fact, 

many people said, He died. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. And when he was come into the house, his 

disciples asked him privately, How come we couldn’t do that? And Jesus said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and 

fasting (9:27-29). 

They were unable. Notice here the fact that this particular demon that was possessing this boy evidently was a powerful demon and they are 

ranked in various degrees of power and authority, principalities, powers and all, rankings. They had known what it was to cast out demons but here 

was one that resisted all of their endeavors of exorcism. And so when they saw Jesus delivering the boy, they said, Lord, how come we couldn’t do 

this? Notice how that when the boy was being brought to Jesus that the demon threw him on the ground. And there went through a little 
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demonstration right there as the boy was wallowing and foaming. And probably the same kind of thing happened when they brought the boy to the 

disciples, that the demon manifested itself. And it is possible that the disciples were so overawed by the power of the demon to control that little 

boy that they lost sight of the power of Jesus to deliver him. 

I think that many times we get into situations where we become so awed by the problem, by the situation that we lose sight of the power of 

God that is so much greater. We shouldn’t be awed by the powers of darkness. We shouldn’t be alarmed or fearful. And so the disciples, powerless 

in this state, or in this particular case, but Jesus said, this kind takes prayer and fasting. 

And they departed from there, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should know it (9:30). 

He was trying to just pass through secretly. They’re getting ready to go on down to Jerusalem where He is to be crucified. He has been talking 

to them now and revealing to them the fact that the crucifixion is coming. And so He is seeking now just to spend quality time with the disciples 

because He is soon going to be leaving all of the things into their care. Imagine how He must feel right now. These are the fellows that I’m going 

to give the keys to the kingdom. I’m going to turn the work and here they’re failing right here already. They fail this test with this demon. They are 

the ones and so He is no doubt feeling an urgency to really get them qualified and built up. So He was trying to pass through rather privately, 

For he taught his disciples (9:31),  

And this was His purpose, quality time with them to teach them. He taught them that, 

The Son of man was to be delivered into the hands of men, and they would kill him; and after he is killed, he will rise the third day (9:31). 

Again, talking about this. Now remember on the mount as He was coming down with Peter, James and John, He was talking about don’t tell 

anybody until I’m risen. And they said, What does He mean by that? What’s He talking about rising from the dead? And so again now, He’s 

talking to them about His death and resurrection. 

But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him (9:32). 

Peter got in trouble earlier, he rebuked the Lord for talking about His death and all and Jesus rebuked him. And so they’re afraid to ask the 

Lord to explain what He’s talking about. They still do not understand. 

And when they came to Capernaum [sort of His headquarters in the Galilee]: and being in the house he asked them, What were you arguing 

about among yourselves in the way (9:33)? 

While they were coming down there was this big argument, coming back from Caesarea it’s probably fifty, sixty miles. And so the disciples 
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were in this argument. So when they came in the house, He said, What were you guys arguing about? 

But they held their peace: for in the way they were arguing among themselves, who would be the greatest (9:34). 

Now imagine, here’s Jesus talking about I’m going to go and die, I’m going to rise again, and they don’t understand. So they’re arguing, 

Who’s going to be the greatest, I’m going to be the greatest, not you man, me. Look at the way He looks at me, He trusts me, doesn’t really trust 

you. And they’re arguing about this. Still thinking that He’s going to set up His kingdom immediately. They just did not understand. No wonder 

He said to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, “O foolish and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have said” (Luke 24:25).  

And so he sat down, and he called the twelve, and he said, If any of you desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and the servant of all. 

And he took a child, and he set the child in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them (9:35,36), 

So He took a little child. Took him up in His arms, and He said, 

Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receives me: and whoever receives me, receives not me, but him that sent me (9:37). 

The ministry to a child, so important. We think we want to minister to the vast multitudes. Jesus said, Take a child, minister to the child and in 

receiving a little child in my name, you’re receiving me, and in receiving me, you’re receiving the Father. They were looking for greatness for 

themselves. And Jesus said, The path to greatness is the path of service. If you want to be great in the kingdom of God, then become the servant of 

all. That night in which He was betrayed, when He took the towel and He went around and washed their feet, He said, Do you see what I have 

done? Oh yeah, Lord, we see. You call me Lord and Master and that’s correct, I am. But if I being your Lord and Master wash your feet, then you 

ought to wash one another’s feet. The place of the service, serving one another. You want to be great in the kingdom, be the servant. 

And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in your name, and he didn’t follow us: and so we forbade him, because 

he didn’t follow us (9:38). 

John’s trying to start a denomination. Isn’t that sad? He didn’t follow us. I suppose he was expecting Jesus to say, Good boy, John. They’re 

still vying for greatness in the kingdom. Lord, we forbade him.  

And Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me (9:39). 

Notice people were discovering the power of the name of Jesus. Here’s a man, though he wasn’t following with the disciples, yet he was 

casting our demons in the name of Jesus, discovering the power of the name. “And no man which shall do a miracle in my name can really speak 

evil of me.” 
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For he that is not against us is on our part. Or whosoever shall give to you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you belong to the 

Messiah, verily I say unto you, he will not lose his reward (9:40,41). 

So again, the idea of service, giving just as much as a cup of water in the name of the Lord. 

Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones (9:42) 

The child is still here, He’s probably still holding the child on His lap. I love the way children were attracted to Jesus. And He was holding this 

little child on His lap and He said, “Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones,”  

that believe in me (9:42),  

Oh how pure and how beautiful is the faith of a child. How I love to hear their prayers. How I love to talk to them about Jesus and about God. 

That beautiful simplicity of faith that they possess. But can you imagine a person’s, how diabolical the mind of a person must be who would seek 

to destroy the faith of a child in Jesus? To deliberately try to destroy the faith of a child. Jesus said,  

Better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he was cast into the sea (9:42). 

A bit of Mafia in Jesus because those millstones must weigh 500 pounds or more. I mean, if you try and destroy the faith of a child, know this, 

you’re going to be facing an angry Lord. 

And if your hand offend thee, cut it off (9:43):  

Now this is such a difficult, difficult passage. But we have to understand that Jesus is not speaking literally but He is speaking figuratively. He 

is saying that the most important thing in your whole life, nothing exceeds in importance than your entering the kingdom of heaven. That’s the 

most important thing in your whole life. It’s more important than your hand, more important than your eye, more important than anything in all the 

world. And so He uses very strong kind of shocking words here. “If your hand offends you, cut it off.” 

Better for you to enter into eternal life maimed, than having two hands and going into hell (9:43) 

Or Gehenna, this is not the Hades here but it is the Greek word, Gehenna. Gehenna was related to the valley of Hinnom, the valley that runs on 

the southern side of the city of Jerusalem. It is the valley in which King Ahaz built idols unto the god Molech. And they had the fires, the bonfires 

and the people would take their unwanted babies and throw them in the bonfires as sacrifices to Molech. They didn’t have abortive procedures at 

those times and so they’d take the live babies and throw them into the fires to Molech. To date we are more refined, we sacrifice the babies to 

Molech while they’re still in the womb; Molech, the god of pleasure. Later Manasseh came along, even more wicked than Ahaz and continued this 
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horrible, horrible practice there in the valley of Hinnom. So that when Josiah came to the throne and he instituted the spiritual reformations, he 

made the valley of Hinnom the garbage dump for the city. He wanted to make it a profane place, they had worshipped the false gods so he wanted 

to profane it and so he made it the garbage dump of the city. And all of the garbage of the city was cast into the valley of Hinnom and there was a 

constant burning of the garbage. Constant smoke coming from the valley of Hinnom as the garbage was burned, the rotting carcass of the animals 

and so forth were filled with worms and so forth, so that it was a very graphic thing and Jesus uses it to describe the place of punishment for those 

who have rejected God’s love and God’s invitation to salvation through Jesus Christ. So “having two hands, go into Gehenna” 

into the fire that never shall be quenched (9:43): 

Revelation 14 tells us “the smoke of their torment ascendeth forever and ever” (Revelation 14:11). 

And if your foot offend you, cut it off: better for you to enter lame into life, than having two feet be cast into Gehenna, into the fire that never 

shall be quenched: Where the worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. And if your eye offends you, pluck it out: better for you to enter into 

the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes be cast into Gehenna fire: Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched (9:45-

48). 

When we were back in Toledo, Ohio years ago, I was still in college and this one young fellow that we met asked us if we would like to run 

traps with him. To make money, he would trap muskrats in the ponds that are so abounding around Toledo and he would catch the muskrats and 

skin them, put them on boards, tack them on boards and then sell the furs. So we said, Sure, we like to run traps with you so he picked us up at six 

o’clock and we went out to the pond, started running traps. We came to the first trap and he was in the bushes ahead of us, making his way down 

to the pond and we heard him when he saw the trap say, Oh, no, and so we said, What’s wrong? He said, look and here in the trap was the paw of a 

muskrat. He said, if you catch them by the paw they’ll turn around and chew off their foot and leave it in the trap and get away. He said, they’ll do 

the same thing, catch them by the tail, they’ll chew off their tail, leave it and you miss him. And you sort of think, Chewing off your own foot?! 

But really, the muskrat isn’t too dumb. He figures better to have three paws and still be swimming in the pool than having four paws, and being 

tacked on a board. 

And so Jesus is more or less saying that. If there is something in your life that is holding you back from full commitment to God, get rid of it. 

It may be painful, it may be a severe measure but the most important thing is that we enter into the kingdom of heaven and we’ve got to get rid of 

anything that keeps us back from entering into the kingdom of heaven. 

Throughout church history, there have been those who have been guilty of mutilating their bodies in order to hopefully overcome certain 

problems. Oregin had a tremendous problem with lust. And so he castrated himself. But then he later discovered that it didn’t solve the problem. 

He still lusted. So it’s not a literal thing. It’s spiritual but it is important, and Jesus is stressing how important it is that we enter the kingdom of 

heaven, that we escape Gehenna. 
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For every one shall be salted with fire (9:49),  

In the Old Testament sacrifices, those that were to be burned, the sacrifices were to be salted before they were offered. The salt was used as a 

purifying agent. Without refrigeration, when meat was butchered, it would soon begin to rot. And so to retard the spoilage, they would salt down 

the meat heavily. The salt killed the surface bacteria and thus preserved the meat. And so in this first one, salt is being looked at as a preservative. 

Even as fire is a purifier, burning out the dross. And so Jesus is talking about the severe measures that need to sometimes be taken and how that we 

need that purifying fire of God in our lives to burn out the dross from our lives. “Every one shall be salted with fire,” that is, the purifying of the 

fire.  

Peter said, “Beloved, count it not strange concerning the fiery trials which are to try you, as though some strange thing has happened to you” 

(1 Peter 4:12). He talks about the trials of your faith being “more precious than gold that perishes when it is tried with the fire” (1 Peter 1:7). So 

the purpose of the fire was to burn out the dross from the gold, to leave that which was pure. And thus, God’s fiery trials and all that He sometimes 

puts us through to get rid of the dross, to get rid of the impurities in our life. 

every sacrifice shall be salted with salt (9:49). 

That’s the Old Testament law. Now He said, 

Salt is good: but if the salt has lost his saltiness, wherewith will you season it (9:50)? 

There’s nothing worse than oats without salt. It’s so flat and bland, it’s hard to eat. I grew up on oats. Thank God when I was a kid but they did 

have Wheaties and Cornflakes, but man, you look at the junk today that we’re feeding our kids. What a tragedy! I feel sorry for kids today. These 

quick box sugared cereals. I grew up on whole wheat, oats, whole grains, but every once in a while, my mom would forget to put the salt in the 

boiling water when she made the oats. And they’d just be so flat. And you pour in all the honey and you still couldn’t get rid of that flat taste. 

Potatoes without salt, just flat and bland. So the salt that’s lost its saltiness, you don’t use it for seasoning. So He said, 

Have salt within yourselves, and have peace one with the other (9:50). 

This is sort of a takeoff from the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus said, You are the salt of the earth: if the salt has lost its savour [or 

saltiness], wherewith will it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and trodden under the foot of men (Matthew 5:13). The 

Christian is to be a purifying influence in the world like salt, used as a purifier. Preventing rottenness but also the Christian should be bringing 

spice and flavor to life.  

The Christian life is not a dull, bland kind of a thing. It’s a glorious, exciting thing and we should be bringing flavor to men. I’ve often said--

mailto:ptwente@gmail.com
http://www.missioncalvary.com/


MARK CHAPTER 9 – Jesus Transfigured on the Mount;  A Boy is Healed;  Jesus Again Predicts His Death and Resurrection;  Who is the Greatest?  

Jesus Forbids Sectarianism;  Jesus Warns of Offenses;  Tasteless Salt is Worthless. 

 

 
OBSERVATION                                                                                          INTERPRETATION                                                                              APPLICATION 

Monday 7:00pm, H 105 (1st floor, High School--foot of stairs, behind the gym, by the vending machine area), Tuesday 7:00am, Family, Room, CCCM – Phil Twente, cell #714 425 

9221;  email – ptwente@gmail.com  For past studies, audio plus notes, go to: http://www.missioncalvary.com/  Click on “Bible Studies” on the left column.  References include 

commentaries by numerous pastor/teachers. 

18 
 

and I’m too late this year, I know, unless you take a vacation and go back and see the changing leaves in New England--I’ve often said be sure to 

accept Christ before you go on vacation. You’ll be amazed at how much more beautiful things are when you see them through the eyes of Christ. 

In touch with the Creator, in fellowship with the Creator, the heavens are a deeper blue, the earth is a deeper green. Something glows in every hue 

that Christless eyes have never seen. Unless you have Christ in your heart, you’ve never seen the beauty, the true beauty of creation. The Christian 

life brings zest, it brings flavor to everything. I’m so glad I belong to Jesus. 

Father, we thank You for your word and we pray that it indeed will be a light unto our path, that we’ll walk in its light and in your truth. Lord, 

your word is true, teach us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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